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The Battle For Ar-Raqqa

- The Feat Will Require At Least 50,000  Ground And Airborne 
Troops For The Invasion 

- Plus an additional 5,000 - 20,000 Coalition Personnel
- Preferably 65 - 85,000 Ground And Airborne Troops If Possible
- 9 - 12 Tank Battalions (8,500 - 10,000 tanks)
- Two Airborne Divisions (15,000 Airborne Soldiers)
- 250-500 C-130 et al Transport Aircraft
- 500 Longbow, Apache, Osprey, and Chinook Attack Helicopters
- The Fifth Fleet Naval Detachment
- 250-350 Various Fighter Jets



The Battle For Ar-Raqqa: The Plan

• The main goal when approaching ar-raqqa is to sustain 
as few casualties as possible. And to also mitigate the 
risk of more violence emanating from ISIS’ stronghold by 
destroying and defeating them. 

• A war of attrition fought in the sands of the “land 
between the two rivers” not only is dangerous, it’s just 
plain wrong. 

• Fighting ISIS’ will require a new strategic concept of how 
to approach the fight to the enemy.



The Battle For Ar-Raqqa: The Plan

• The Plan that I’m suggesting is based on the principles of the 
Second Gulf War. 

• These principles mostly eschewed a large overwhelming invasion 
force meant for occupying for the long term in favor of “Shock and 
Awe”,and mobile rapid reaction forces to accomplish this objective. 

• Normally this would seem outlandish to even attempt to 
accomplish based on recent experience in Iraq. 

• However the enemy we face is not a static nation state but rather 
an amorphous highly mobile transnational threat that can adapt to 
superior battlefield tactics. 



The Battle For Ar-Raqqa: Background Situation

• In Situ is as follows: ISIS will once again be on the plate of the 
American President. This year will be no different for a group that 
prides itself on its ferocity and brutality. ISIS has been planning an 
offensive all winter moving equipment into Iraq via the northern 
route which links Ar-Raqqa with Mosul. By the beginning of spring 
40 percent of their heavy equipment has made it into mosul for the 
counter-offensive. its brutal and as usual lightning fast catching 
everyone including the Americans off balance. a humanitarian crisis 
in northern Iraq ensues. The bulk of the gains are made down south 
to Tikrit and to the east in and around Irbil. This constitutes a major 
defeat in the final year of the Obama Administration that had been 
spinning rhetoric claiming that over 40 percent of ISIS’ territory had 
been taken from them, and that ISIS was a group on the decline.   



The Battle For Ar-Raqqa: The Plan

• With Ar-Raqqa and Mosul now clearly beginning to look 
more and more like the stronghold for ISIS that we once 
thought they were, and an even larger humanitarian crisis 
brewing for the world. It becomes up to the United States 
to finally take the initiative and send in ground forces



The Battle For Ar-Raqqa: The Plan

• An order to avoid the Vietnamization of the American foreign policy on the 
subject the plan I’m proposing calls for the airlifting of assets to the 
battlefield an order to maintain a technological edge over the enemies 
poorly equipped ground forces. 

• This will involve the invasion of Ar-Raqqa utilizing C-130 Super Hercules 
loaded up with Abrams tanks for the purpose of being parachuted to the 
front lines in and around Ar-Raqqa. 

• These tanks along with airborne squadrons that will be brought to the 
battlefield by Chinook Helicopters, and V-20 Ospreys will make up the 
bulk of the fighting force. 

• These forces  movements on the battlefield will be covered by Apache 
Helicopters, Longbow Helicopters, and AC-130 Battle Gunships.



The Battle For Ar-Raqqa: The Plan

• Simultaneously the U.S. Army will invade on the ground with 
several mechanized armored brigades. 

• They will come in from Turkey near the border with Iraq and 
make a right hook directly into Ar-Raqqa relatively unabated 
due to the deployment of Airborne forces in and around Ar-
Raqqa. 

• Before these things happen the U.S. air campaign should 
heat up disorienting the enemy and occupying resources by 
taking out as many frontline forces as possible. 

• As well as senior leadership, and mobile infrastructure. 



The Battle For Ar-Raqqa: The Plan

• The Idea however that Ar-Raqqa will be taken and 
occupied by the U.S. is false.  

• An order to win the peace after the battle the U.S. should 
be recruiting senior Kurdish (YPG etc.) and Free Syrian 
Army (FSA) forces that can occupy the city as soon as 
the battle has ended.  

• This will be accelerated by embedding FSA forces 
directly into the invasion force for the purposes of fighting 
and then securing the peace.



The Battle For Ar-Raqqa: The Plan

• By approaching the battle for Ar-Raqqa in a sensible way 
and making sure that we learn from the lessons of french 
fighting in the hills of Vietnam, we will prevent the 
Vietnamization of policy on this subject and mitigate 
casualties on our side while smartly deploying our assets 
in the region which will allow for the U.S. and its coalition 
allies to take the fight to ISIS while avoiding a costly 
military occupation. 


